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“ BEHOLD I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY.” 
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NEW-HAVEN, JANUARY 11, 1823. 
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” ‘JUBILEE IN LABRADOR. 


The labours and sacrifices of the United Breth- 
ren, for the spread of the Gospel, have for a long 
period excited the attention of the Christian 
world. Their exertions, in Labrador, particular- 
ly, have been almost without a perallel, and in 
reflecting upon missionary trials there is no 
place to which the mind more readily turns, than 
to this inhospitable country, where the Moravians 
have been labouring for more than fifty years. 
Shut out ina great measure from intercourse with 
the world, they depend for their supplies upon a 
vesse] sent them once a year, and which through 
the goodness of God has never disappointed 
their hopes, although the navigation of that north- 
ern ocean is peculiarly hazardous. There are six- 
teen missionaries at three different stations ; one 
of which is Nain, formed in 1771 ; Okkak, 1776; 


Hopedale, 1782. 


On the 9th of Aug. of last year, 1821,the 
Jubilee of this Mission was celebrated with 
much gratitude and joy. The Brethren’s 
ship, the Harmony, came to anchor at 
Nain, on that day, which was the very day 
of the month, when, half a century before, 
in the year 1771, the first ship arrived at 
Nain, with Fourteen Brethren and Sisters, 
to begin the Settlement at that place. 
This Jubilee was observed at each Settle- 
ment, with thankful adoration of the good 
Providence of God, that the ship annually 
sent to the Mission had sailed to and fro in 
safety, during this whole period, though 
exposed to peculiar dangers in those dreary 
regions, from storms and ice, and amidst 
rocks and dreadful fogs. Of the spiritual 
blessings bestowed on the Mission, the 
Brethren write— 


“Surely we have the greatest encour- 
agement, by the consideration of what our 
Lord has effected by it during these fifty 
years of the existence of the Mission in this 
country, where formerly darkness and 
death reigned. Truly it might be said of the 
Esquimaux Nation, that they sat in the 
shadow of death, under the cruel bondage 
of Satan; but God our Saviour has wrought 
deliverance, and brought many of them 
into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. Many are already among the saints 
in bliss, praising Him with eternal songs 
for their redemption by His blood.” 


This celebration of the Mission Jubilee 
was enlivened by the unexpected visit of 


His Majesty’s Sloop, the Clinker, Capt. W. 


Martin, sent by the Governor of New- 
foundland to survey the coast, and express- 
ly to visit the Settlements of the Brethren. 
Captain Martin manifested the utmost 
kindness to all ; and entered, with feeling, 
into the concerns of the Mission. To the 
great delight of the Esquimaux, he deco- 
rated the Sloop with fifty flags of different 
nations, in celebration of the Mission Jubi- 
lee. ‘This visit has given confidence to the 
Brethren ; and has silenced a malicious 
report, spread among the Southern Esqui- 
maux, that the Governor of Newfoundland 
meant to destroy the Mission. 

The Esquimaux are manifestly profiting 

by the Gospels and Epistles, which have 
been lately, one portion after another, put 
into their hands. Their minds are much 
enlightened thereby, and they are evident- 
ly growing in the knowledge and grace of 
Christ. The Schools are more diligently 
attended ; and the Children read the Scrip- 
tures to such of the adults as cannot read 
themselves. In gratitude for so great a 
benefit, they have made contributions of 
seals’ blubber—some a whole seal, others 
half a seal, andothers ‘such pieces as they 
could afflord—which yielded 30 gallons of 
oil, the value of which has been present- 
ed to the British and Foreign Bibie Soci- 
ety. 

The state of the different Settlements, 
in August, was as follows :— 

‘At Vain, in the last year, 5 Adults and 
6 Children had been baptized—4 received 
into the Congregation—3.admitted Candid- 
ates for baptism—and 6 made partakers 
of the Lord’s Supper. The Congregation 
consists of 172 persons. 

At Okkak, a new building was finished 
on the 30th of May, 82 feet by 30, and 30 
high; half fitted up as a Church, and the 
other half a Dwelling-house—138 Adults 
had been baptized, and 10 admitted Can- 
didates for Baptism—12 had been made 
partakers of the Lord’s Supper, and 8 ad- 
mitted as Candidates for participation—8 
Children had been born—4 persons de- 
parted this life in the faith—5 remayed to 
the Settlemert from among jhe Heayhen 
~-and one Young Woman had returfied to 
her heathenish connections. 

At Hopedale, on the 25th of March, a 
day of distinguished blessing, 5 Adults 
were baptized, 2 admitted to the Holy 
Communion, 4 received among the Can- 
didates for Baptism, 1 Youth received imto 
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the Congregation, and 4 who had been 
excluded were re-admitted. In the year, 
7 Children had been born, and 5 persons 
died. The Congregation consists of 151 
persons—being 73 baptized Adults, of 
whom 51 are Communicants ; 60 baptized 
Children, 9 Candidates, and 9 yet unbap- 
ized. 


ee 


TRAVANCORE. 
CNURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Report, by the Rev. James Hough, of the 
State of the Mission. 


(Continued from page 501.) 


I should remark here, on that part of 
the. above conversation which relates to 
the alteration of the Customs and Mode of 
Worship in the Syrian Church, that the 
Missionaries have never made any reter- 
ence to the subject. Greatly as it must 
pain them to witness so much superstition 
and unmeaning ceremony among this in- 
teresting people, they have, as yet, with 
great wisdom and delicacy, refrained from 
interfering, in the slightest particular, on 
sacred matters. They are respected so 
highly by the Metropolitan and Catanars, 
and their suggestions on temporal affairs 
are adopted so readily, that, were they to 
express their wish to have a part of the 
Syriac Prayers translated into Malayalim, 
I have no doubt but that it would be done: 
but they are too prudent to act with preci- 
pitation, or to take upon themselves the 
responsibility of so important a step. At 
present they are expending their time and 
strength in preparing the people’s minds 
for the reception of truth ; content to shew 
them the light by degrees, as they appear 
ready to receive it. 

It may be further observed, that many, 
if not all the Catanar’s Prayers, to the 
translation of which the Metropolitan 
would object, are such, as it would even be 
desirable to preserve in Syriac: for they 
are addressed chiefly to the Virgin Mary; 
and would tend to confirm the people in 
error, rather than enlighten their minds 
and brighten the flame of true devotion. 

After this interview with the Metropoli- 
tan, Messrs. Bailey and Baker accompan- 
ied me on an excursion into the interior, 
in which we visited five Syrian Churches ; 
viz. Neranam, Cheganoor, Callucherry, 
Puttengave, and Mavelicary. We held 


long, and, in more cases than one, interes- 
ting conversations with the Catanars, of 
whom there are five or six to each Church, 
The generality of them are ignorant of 
the most remarkable Historic Facts record- 
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ed in the Sacred Volume, and much more 
so of the plainest doctrines of the Christia, 
Faith. They evinced, however, a mog 
docile temper ; and submitted to be cate. 
chised, with the humility of children, {y; 
upward of an hour together. 

One of the Catanars at the first Church 
which we visited, Neranam, is an intelli. 
gent, and, from what we could learn, a 
good man. He answered every question 
asked him. the last of which was, “ Is jt 
enough to say that we have Faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ?” His answer to this 
question was remarkable, considering the 
general character of the Catanars for ig. 
norance and the recluse regions which 
they inhabi—“ No: our worRKS musi 
shew our Faith to be true.” On hearing 
this, we looked at one another with the 
smile of satisfaction, to find so correct a 
knowledge of this fundamental article oj 
Christianity illumining these romantic 
but benighted abodes. 

By looking over the rest of the ques- 
tions proposed, the Committee wiil be able 
to form a better idea than could be given 
them in any other way, of the intelligence 
of the Catanar of Neranam, who answer- 
ed most of them without hesitation ; and 
also of the ignorance of the rest, very few 
of whom could answer more than one 0: 
two, and those few replied to no more than 
five or six. It ought, however to be men- 
tioned, and the fact will tend to confirm 
the wisdom, and justify the pains and ex- 
pense, of sending Missionaries to these in- 
teresting people (if indeed the measure re- 
quired justification,) that the Catanar ot 
Neranam, derived his information from 
one of your Missionaries, Mr. Norton, of 
Allepie, with whom, I afterwards learned, 
he lived for a twelvemonth. What then 
may we not anticipate,some few years 
hence, fromthe residence and united la- 
bours of three other good and active men 
in the midst of the Syrian Churches ! 

The morals of the Catanars are as low 
as their knowledge. This was to be ex- 
pected from their ignorance of the Divine 
Commandments, and also of the motives 
to holiness with which the gospel abounds. 
Their worst passions, being thereby with 
out any moral restraint, were, in conse: 
quence of the celibacy of the Catanars, but 
too easily inflamed. Colonel Munro sa¥ 
the evil tendency of this custom; and, 
since it is not contrary to the Canons of the 
Syrian church for the Catanars to marry, 
he endeavoured to remove the fruitful cause 
of their immorealities, by encouragig 
some of them to enter the matrimonial! 
state : he succeeded ina few instances’ 
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and the Missionaries are adopting the same 
plan with increasing success, and that with 
the entire concurrence of the Metropolitan; 
who, to encourage the practice, has done 
some of the Catanars the honour of per- 
forming the marriage ceremony himself. 
Many other vices prevail among the Catan- 
ars as Well as the people; but, with all their 
faults,they confess their conduct to be sinful, 
and aeknowledge the broad distinction be- 
tween good and evil. This is quite an ano- 
maly in this idolatrous land, and may well 
encourage the best hopes of the friends of 
the Syrian Church in Malabar. We de- 
sired to see the Wives of the married Ca- 
tanars, for the purpose of shewing our ap- 
probation of the step which they had tak- 
en: some of them came to the Church, 
and others waited at home to receive us. 
And, here again, was observable a strik- 
ing difference between the Syrians and 
their Heathen Neighbours : the houses of 
the Syrians being neat and clean: while 
those of the Heathen are always dirty, and 
toall appearance comfortless, 

The Missionaries are establishing 
Schools wherever they can: and we look- 
ed at what they were: but every thing is, 
as yet, in itsinfancy. The Syrians them- 
selves will lend scarcely any pecuniary aid, 
even to this laudable and beneficial object: 
they are willing, however, to assist in any 
other way ; and appear to be thankful for 
the instructions offered them. 

Upon the whole, then, low as the Syri- 
ans are sunk in ignorance and vice—and 
the fact cannot be denied, and ought not 
to be concealed—they, nevertheless, pre- 
sent a more promising field for Missionary 
Labour than any other caste of Indians : 
for, in their sense of right and wrong, their 
confession of ignorance and avowed desire 
for instruction, their reverence for the 
Word of God and implicit acquiescence 
‘Nits authority, the Missionary finds a soil 
to work upon, which perhaps in this coun- 
‘ty isno where else to be had. 

It is happy for the present Syrians, that 
they have three such men as Messrs. Bai- 
ley, Penn, and Baker, among them ; and 
not a few seem capable of appreciating the 
blessing. They appear to have won the 
confidence and love of the Metropolitan, 
Malpan, and all about them; and I will 
venture to say, from what I saw and heard, 
that the Committee may place entire con- 
idence in their wisdom and discretion, to 
use with advantage the influence which 
they possess. 

After a pleasant, and, I trust a profitable 
week, spent at Cotym and its vicinity, I set 
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out in company with Mr. Fenn for Co- 
chin. 

But [ cannotjtake leave of the Metropo- 
litan without noticing his parting request. 
Pressing my hand with paternal affection, 
he desired, with apparent emotion, that 
I would remember bim in my prayers. And 
on mentioning this to one of the Mission- 
aries, he infortned me, that the Metropoli- 
tan often spoke with them on the impor- 
tance and necessity of prayer, with tears in 
his eyes. This fact needs no comment 
from me. 

At Cochin, there is much to interest the 
devout and benevolent mind, and the 
place would furnish full employment for 
one or even two active Missionaries. ‘The 
Missionaries at Cotym comme over alter- 
nately every week ; but it may be ques- 
tioned whether the little which they are 
enabled to do during their short stay, com- 
pensates for the interruption which their 
visits hither occasion to their imporant la- 
bours among the Syrians. The Jews 
alone would occupy much of a Minister’s 
time and attention ; while the Dutch Inhab- 
itants, many of whom understand Eng- 
lish, and the five or six English Gentle- 
men resident there, would compose a re- 
spectable Congregation: abcut fifiv were 
at Church the Sunday I was at Cochin. 
But the more appropriate sphere of ac- 
tion for a Missionary would be, the Na- 
tive and Country-born Portuguese Popula- 
tion, both of which classes are very nu- 
merous. Tbe Missionaries have esixb- 
lished an English School in Jew Town, 
and a Malabar School in the Fort; which 
must be as much as they can attend to. 
But what are they among so many? There 
is another English school in the Fort, es- 

tablished by the late Chaplain, and hand- 
somely endowed by charitable contribu- 
tions. Once, this was a good school ; but 
is now going to ruin for want of an active 
Superintendant : were an English Mis- 
sionary stationed here, there is little doubt 
Lut that it would be placed under his care. 
When I say, an English Missionary, 1 
mean a Clergymen of our Church ; for 
even the Dutch Inhabitants would prefer 
him to a Minister of their own country : 
and it should be bourne in mind, that it 
would be inexpedient to send any Mission- 
ary to Travancore who had not received 
Episcopal Ordination: The Syrians in- 
deed, would not recognize him as a Minis- 
ter: and they carry their objections so far 
osto deny the legitimacy of the Baptiswn 
which such an one administers. 
Mr. Fenn accompanied me t MWeppie, 
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where we found not a litde to interest us. 
Mr. Norton is active and zealous in the dis- 
charge of his important duties, and appear 
to have the prosperity of the mission at 
heart. Considering that he has laboured 
the major part of his time alone, and that, 
before the arrival of the gentlemen at Co- 
tym, his attention was frequently divided 
between the Syrians, Cochin, and Allepie, 
it was gratifying to see how much had been 
done. He has built a neat and spacious 
church ; and there is a good prospect of a 
respectable congregation assembling, ere 
long within its walls. He baptized, on the 
10th of December, six adults and eleven 
children, which were the first fruits of his 
labours. He has three services every Sun- 
day, one in English and two in Malayalim: 
at the English, he has from 20 to 30 hear- 
ers, and at the Malayalim, between 60 and 
70. Heis studying Portuguese also, for 
the benefit of the native Portuguese popu- 
Jation, which is extensive; and many of 
them are desirous of having divine service 
performed in their own language. There 
are two schools; in one of which are 
taught English and Malayalim, and in the 
other Tamul. Hitherto Mr. Norton has 
not been successful in his English master ; 
but he has an active and intelligent young 
man with him now, who has, in a very 
short time, greatly improved the school ; 
and when he takes charge of it altogether, 
no doubt it will assume a still more re- 
spectable appearance. Mr. Fenn examin- 
ed the Malayalim scholars, and gave me a 
favourable report of their progress ; while 
I exercised the Tamul boys, and thought 
their proficiency as great as could be ex- 
pected, consivering the short time they 
have been at school. Mr. Norton intends 
to increase the number of native schools ; 
and, as his attention will m future be less 
divided than formerly, he will be able to ex- 
ecute his plans without interruption. 
Many towns might be pointed out in 
Travancore as eligible missionary stations, 
had you missionaries to send; but Tre- 
vandrum appeared to me as standing next 
in importance to Cochin. Within a cir- 
cumference of nine miles, the inhahitants 
are estimated at fifty thousand; and the 
gentlemen there, of whom there are gene- 
rally nine or ten, would be glad of a cler- 
yman. The Rannee, who resides at 
__ nin ening has uniformly acted with 
great liberality toward the different mis- 
sions in Travancore ; and there can be no 
doubt of her extending her encouragement 
to every missionary, who shall behave with 
becoming prudence. 
In this Report, I expect you will find no 
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iiformation in addition to what you alrea. 
dy possess through the missonaries residing 
at Travancore. But, as I have mentioned 
only what I heard and saw, it may be satis. 
factory to the Committee to find the state- 
ments which they have formerly received, 
corroborated by the observations of a visitor 
to the missions. The pleasure which | 
experienced on the spot was far beyond 
what I had anticipated: for theugh, as 
stated above, the Syrians are greatly 
degenerated, yet the efforts so liberally, 
judiciously, and in some instances al- 
ready successfully making, to raise this 
ancient church from the dust, and the dis- 
position which many of the people manifest 
for improvement in every respect, are sure- 
ly encouraging signs, and gratifying to the 
best feelings of the Christian heart. 


State of the Mission at the close of 1821, 


Mr. Hough’s Report gives a view of the mis- 
sion at the end of 1820. The following ex- 
tracts of an animated letter from Mr. Fenn to 
the Secretary, present an encouraging picture 
of its state at the close of last year. 


The mission is settling, and I think sol- 
idly. All our plans are going on, though 
much slower than we could wish. Mr. 
Baker has increased the number of schools 
considerably. The college keeps up its 
numbers; and I am thankful to say that 
the desire of learning by no means de- 
creases. [allude principally to the young- 
er students; such as have been admitted 
since I came; they all have the idea that 
they must spend several years in study, 
and acquire real learning ; and are pleased 
with the thought. 

The capabilities of the mission are great 
—very great. Under efficient superintend- 
ence, the college would, in a year or two, 
attain great and deserved celebrity. 

Do not say that [ am sanguine in my 
expectations. Consider, my dear sir, how 
the matter stands. There are thirty 
schools, and upward; containing more 
than 800 youths. There are besides, 4 
grammar school containing 40 more, and 
the college. Among such a number, tt 
will be reasonable to expect that there will 
be some of more than ordinary talent ; and 
we, who are on the spot, could with ease 
point out twenty, who would do credit fo 
any tutor and to any instructions. We 
fancy we see those among our pupils, who 
discover a likely talent for mathematics; 
we are more confident of others haviug 4 
peculiar talent for the acquisition of lan- 
guages ; and we can still more confidently 
answer for their docility of character an¢ 
thirst of knowledge. 
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Besides, is it not remarkable, that such 
a close, and apparently indissoluble union 
should subsist between us and the Metro- 

olitan—a man of remarkable wisdom, 
dignity, judgment, and humility ! 

‘With regard to the Hebrew, Arabic, and 
Syriac languages, with proper assistance 
they would be soon obtained. With thie 
verbiage and idiom of the Syriac, some are 
admirably well acquainted: in its etymolo- 
gy and grammatical niceties, lies their de- 
ficiency. There is a remarkable desire a- 
mong all the Malpans to study Hebrew 
and they are receiving instruction from Mo- 
ses Sarphati. The way to the acquisition of 
Sanscrit is now open, and many are plod- 
ding in it, and some, if itso please God, 
will succeed most honourably. 

You know, my dear sir, that the college 
has fallen more immediately to my share. 
No man is permitted to criminate himself ; 
and therefore, perhaps, I shail be excused 
saying more than that if the committee 
send out a person properly qualified, they 
will, in a year or two, hear of a change 
which will at once delight and astonish 
them. 

But pray, my dear sir, remember that it 
is “mind” which is most wanted: a culti- 
vated, sanctified, and directing mind. 
Consider the expense of the mission. 
Consider the colleges whence those men 
issued who visited these shores some centu- 
ries ago. Consider the number and the 
respectability of the Christians, allof whom 
look to you. At the lowest computation, 
I speak with great confidence, there are 
15,000 families. Fifteen thousand rami- 
Lies! and there is not a inan, woman, or 
child, but would come to Cotym on being 
directed so to do. It is a miracle, and the 
most astonishing one that [ have ever met 
with. Do, pray do, afford them the help 
which they need, and which they deserve. 

Mr. Bailey and Mr. Baker are both out 
visiting the churches. We enjoy delight- 
ful peace, and holy and constant commun- 
ion, and po anticipate the glories of 
heaven.' My colleagues are full of zeal, 
and seem to receive every day fresh ability 
for their work, and rejoice in it more and 
more. 


ow 


MISSION IN CEYLON. 


From the Missionary Herald. 


JOINT LETTER OF THE MISSIONARIES. 
{This letter is dated May 30, 1822. It 
begins with a statement of facts relative to 
tre ill health of Mr. Woodward, his voyage 
to Madras and Calcutta, for its restoration ; 
and the series of kind providences, which 
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attended him. These were sufficiently 
noted at p. 172, of our last volume. Mr. 
Woodward arrived at Jaffna, with impro- 
ved health, on the 16th of January.—The 
letter then adverts to intelligence just re- 
ceived, confirming a report which had 
reached them some time before, that their 
“ beloved friend and patron,” Dr. Worces- 
ter, was no more in this world. “ Thisin- 
telligence,” say they, “ has filled our little 
circle with mourning. Weall hadthehap- 
piness of being personally acquainted with 
this friend of the heathen ; and we have 
all heard him plead with the Angel of the 
covenant for them, and also for those who 
bad left kindred and home for their sakes. 
But we bow in silence to Him, whose ways 
are inthe deep, gand in whose signt the 
death of his saints is precious.’ 

Mr.{and Mrs. Richards have been cal- 
led to part with their little daughter, who 
died on the Sist of December. On the 
day following, she was buried by the side 
of Dr. and Mrs. Scudder’s infant, and near 
the remains of Mrs, Poor. Some new 
symptoms had excited fears, that the dis- 
solution of Mr. Richards was not far dis- 
tant.—The letter proceeds :] 


Bible Societies formed by the Heathen ane 
others. 


Of the cause of Christ in general in this 
district, we rejoice in being able to speak 
with encouragement. At the commence- 
ment of 1821, a Tamul Bible Society was 
formed in Jaffnapatam, consisting mostly 
of native Christians ; and on the 17th of 
November, one of the same description, 
composed almost entirely of heathens 
themselves, was formed at Mallagam, 
which lies nearly in the centre of the par- 
ishes under our care. ‘These two associa- 
tions pay an annual subscription of several 
hundred Rix dollars for the spread of the 
word of God in their own language. It 
cannot be supposed that men, whose sys- 
tem of religion is condemned by the prin- 
ciples of christianity, could contribute to 
the circulation of the Bible from proper 
motives ; but, whatever be the object, we 
rejoice in the belief, that the exa mple may 
do some good, and that the habit of giving 
to such an object, however small be the 
contributions, may be instrumental of the 
happiest results. 

On the last day of the year, a Branch 
Bible Society, auxiliary to the Colombo 
Bible Society, was formed at Jaffnapatam. 
In this are united Malabars, Portuguese. 
Dutch, English, and Americans. Thefor- 
mation of this society was the most interes 
ting event we have witnessed in this place 
































































Poe ene 





518 Mission in Ceylon. | Jan. 


Sums, amounting to 1,200 Rix dollars an- 
nually, were subscribed, and an interest 
was excited, which we trust will not soon 
subside. By the well directed efforts of 
these societies, we cannot but hope that 
light will spring up and knowledge be in- 
creased. 


[Some schools, which had been suspen- 
ded for want of funds, had been resumed. 
The spasmodic cholera,—that dreadful 
scourge to the native population,—alter 
having swept away thousands, had nearly 
ceased its ravages. Sunshine had return- 
ed after the storm; and quietness after a 
season of general confusion and alarm. 
The schools, which had been deprived of 
half their scholars, were again filled ; and 
the congregations attending on the public 
preaching of the word, had, in most cases, 
become asin times past.—The following 
paragraphs should not be abridged. ] 


Preaching the Gospel. 

We feel confident that there never has 
been a time, when we could more emphat- 
ically say, “ knowledge is increased.” Af- 
ter the more regular services in the fore- 
Hoon at Our stations, on the Sabbath, six 
missionaries, three native preachers, and 
fifteen or twenty of our most forward boys 
in the boarding schools, whom we gene- 
rally “send forth by two and two,” are 
able to go into villages, fields, streets, and 
from house to house, for the purpose of 
preaching the Gospel, or of reading tracts, 
or extracts and portions from the Scrip- 
tures; and, as many of the places at 
which we preach are previously appointed, 
we not unfrequently have small congrega- 
tions. 

The method of spreading the Gospel, by 
sending our boarding boys to read to the 
people, has become interesting and greatly 
useful, as it not only enables us to com- 
municate the truth to hundreds in a day, 
who must otherwise remain uninstructed, 
but at the same time teaches our boys to 
defend the Christian religion from all the 
false accusations and vain objections 
brought against it by the heathen. Nor is 
it less interesting to state, that the females 
which have joined our church, seem to take 
a lively interest in the cause, and often 
seek opportunities, by goimg to different 
houses, of communicating truth to their 
owl) sex, and are sometimes successful in 
persuading a few to break away from 
their former customs, to go to the house of 
wership, and to listen to a preached Gospel. 

Besides these methods of spreading the 
knowledge of salvation through Christ, we 
pave taken tours,in which we have visited 





most of the parishes in the district, and 
some of the neighboring islands. On these 
tours we spend as much time, as circum. 
stances render proper, always taking our 
supplies with us, as it would be altogether 
imprudent to depend either upon the gen- 
erosity, or the compassion of the people ; 
and even if we could, their scanty store 
would not always afford our necessary food. 
It is our grand object to preach the Gospel 
to every creature wherever we go, and to 
declare as may be best suited to the hearer 
the whole counsel of God.—It is hardly ne- 
cessary to add, that our opportunities for a 
judicious and profitable distribution of 
tracts and books, are very numerous ; and 
it is matter of deep regret that, through the 
failure of our printing establishment, and 
of funds, we are, in this respect, very much 
embarrassed. 


The Boarding Schools. 


By some of the above remarks, you will 
understand that our boarding schools stil! 
continue to be a source of great encourage- 
ment. We have recently commenced a 
school of this description, at Manepy, so 
that. we mow have one at each station. 
Perhaps it may be thought by some, that 
we are forsaking the more appropriate 
work of a missionary, and confining our at- 
tention too much to the education of these 
children and youth. But it should be dis- 
tinctly understood, that the care and in- 
struction of these schools devolve, in a 
great degree, on the females of our mission, 
assisted by natives ; and though domestic 
duties may prevent them from labouring, to 
any great extent, among the people, they 
may in this way be very useful to the cause. 
—In these schools, much religious instruc- 
tion is daily given, and all possible care is 
taken to keep the scholars from the con- 
taminating influence of heathen customs. 
The change effected in the habits of these 
children, by the discipline of a few days 
only, is exceedingly interesting, and the 
number from these schoois who have been 
added to our church, sufficiently proves, 
that the moral influence of such discipline 
is most happy in its effects. 


Admission to the Church. 


In some of our former letters, we men- 
tioned the hopeful conversion of two girls 


in the boarding school at Tillipally, and 


also that some other individuals gave evi- 
dence of a change of heart. On the 21st 
of December, these girls, Miranda Safford 


and Mary Poor,* and the hired man of 


Mr. Richards, Daniel Smead, were admit- 





*The orginal names of these girls were Chelly 
and Mariel. 
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ted to the church. One of the girls and 
ihe hired man received the ordinance of 
baptism; the other, being from a Roman 
Catholic family, had been previously bap- 
rized. ‘These two were the first females 
we have received to our communion from 
among the heathen ; and as they have made 
considerable progress in reading, andin a 


| knowledge of the word of God, as well as 


inmany things of less importance, we can- 
yot but hope they will be made a great 
blessing to many of their own sex. 

A boy. named §. B. Gautier, belonging 
tothe boarding-school at Panditeripo, has 


F also been admitted to our church. For 


some months past there have been favora- 
ble appearances at Oodoovilie. Some in- 
dividuals connected with the station, and 
two or three in a neighbouring village, ex- 
pressed great anxiety for the salvation of 
the souls ; and there was encouragement 
to hope, that five or six would eventually 
beadJed to our church. In these hopes 
we have not been entirely dis ippointed. 
Four of the number, the instrucior of the 
boarding school, one male and one female 
dowesuc, anda woman in the neighbour- 
hood, wave received into the church, on 
the 2istoflast month. Most of the breth- 
ren and sisters, and avery large congrega- 
tion of native people, were present. After 
the sermon, three of the candidates knelt 
and received the ordinance of baptism. The 
other one, having been a member of Mr. 
David’s school, had been previously bap- 
tized by him. ‘They were then al] adinitted 
into fellowship with the church. | Mr. and 
Mrs. Winslow’s child, and six children of 
the newly admitted meambers, were also 
baptised. The ordinance ofthe Lord’s sup- 
per was then administered, and the whole 
coucluded by singing the doxology. All 
the exercises, excepting the prayer before 
the baptism of Mr. Winslow’s child, were 
in Tamul. This was a most ‘interesting 
scene. We had never before witnessed 
the heathen coming to Christ, bearing their 
children in their arms. We had never be- 
fore, at one time, received so many; nor 
liad we before admitted an individual from 
the midst of the heathen, entirely removed 
from every influence, excepting that of a 
preached Gospel, as was the case of the 
woman in the neighbourhood. The con- 
gregation gazed with apparent astonish- 
ment, wondering whereunto this would 
grow. Qur little church now consists of 32 
inembers, of whom 17 are Malabara ; and 
we are happy to add, with devout thank- 
lulness, that we have as yet admitted no 
one, who does not come out fromthe world, 
uid give evidence of spiritual communion 
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with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. 

[All these persons had been more or less 
opposed by their relatives. Several at- 
tempts were made to withdraw the two girls 
from the school, and often, when they 
went to hold religious conversation with 
the women, they were ridiculed, and soime- 
times abused. “Their conduct at this 
time,” say the missionaries, “gave us the 
best proof of their being renewed in heart.” 
Smead, being ata greater distance from 
nis relations, who live at Trincomalee, has 
been less opposed ; though his ancle came 
to Tillipally for the purpose of reclaiming 
the offender, “who bad brought so much 
disgrace upon his family.” Smead, in re- 
turn for the arguments, sarcasms, reprouch- 
es, and abuse of his uncle, earnestly en- 
treated him to attend immediately to the 
salvation of his soul.—Two others from 
the heathen have offered themselves as 
candidates for admission to the church, but, 
though nothing appears against them, while 
there is much in their favor, a longer trial 
seemed to be expedient. One of them, 
whose name is Pandarum, resides in Tilli- 
pally ; the other resides in Oodooville, and 
is the husband of the woman above men- 
tinued. | 


A Christian Marriage. 


At Tillipally, on the 3d of April, Daniel 
Smead and Miranda Safford, both men- 
tioned above as members of our church, 
gave their friends and relatives an opportu- 
nity of witnessing a Christian marriage. 
This was a new circumstance. The cere- 
mony, conducted by Mr. David, was in the 
church, and in the presence of many hea- 
then, principally the relatives and friends 
of the couple. This marriage has, for sev- 
eral reasons, produced considerable excite- 
ment among the people. ‘The parties are 
of different casts. Smead is of the Vellale 
cast, which, on this island, is second only 
to that of the Braiimins. Miranda is of 
the Chanda cast, which is comparatively 
low. According to the custom of the peo- 
ple, an individual of one of these casts can- 
got marry, nor even eat with, an individual 
ofthe other. But, at this time, prejudice 
and custom lost their influence, and all u- 
nited in partaking of a feast prepared for 
the occasion en our premises. One of the 


mostextraordinary circumstances im view 
of the heathen, is,that Smead and Miran- 
da are in the habit of eating together. This 
practice does not obtain, even among the 
Roman Catholics of this country ; and the 
heathen think it quite intolerable that a wo- 
should eat with ker husband. 
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gratified, that this event has a good effect, 
and that three girls of good cast, from the 
village where this girl lived, have, in con- 
sequence, been offered to become members 
of the school. 


[The concluding remaks in the letter 
though not new, are deserving of very at- 
tentive consideration. | 


It cannot be supposed that a cause, in 
which the temporal and eternal welfare of 
so many souls is involved, can be carried 
forward without constant and extensive ef- 
forts ; neither can it be supposed that He, 
from whose undiminished treasures all the 
nations of the earth are supplied, has com- 
mitted hiscause to such weak instruments, 
without pledging hiinselfto bestow all need- 
edaid. We feel that he has thus pledged 
himself, and that he will not only redeem 
his pledge, but that for any temporal enjoy- 
ment, which is, with proper feelings, sac- 
rificed for the cause of Christ, he will re- 
store a hundred fold in this world, and in 
the world to come life everlasting —We 
exhort all to prepare for a long and vigor- 
ous struggle with the powers of darkness, 
and to put on the whole armour of God ; 
for we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.—Much land remains to be possess- 
ed, and the missionary stations already ac- 
cupied, are but poorly furnished with la- 
bourers. Every inividual follower of Jesus 
should distinctly understand, that the work 
of proclaiming the Gospel to all nations, is 
not the work of a day. Itis the proper 
business of life; and may not be accom- 
plished, till our children’s children more 
fully comprehend the nature and extent of 
the promises, and, more promptly obeying 
the commandments of God, shall Ixbour 
more faithfully, suffer more cheerfully, and 
contribute more liberally, to forward his 
glorious cause. 

In the bonds Christian fellowship 

Most truly yours, 
J.Ricwarps, B.C. Metres, 
D. Poor, M. WinsLow, 
L. Spautpine, H. Woopwasp, 
J. Scupper. 


SANDWICH MISSION. 


JOINT LETTER OF THE MISSIONARIES. 


{This letter, which bears date of Feb. 1st, 
1822, states that the whole number of reg- 
ular pupils under the instruction of the 
missionaries, was then about 65. About 
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40 of these were at the station of Woahoo 
and 25 at Wymai. A new station was cop. 
templated, as soon as the chiefs should point 
out a desirable place for it. Several places 
seemed to be, in many respects, inviting; 
amorg others, Ohido, on Owhyhee ; La. 
hinah, on Mowee ; and Hanappapa, on 
Atooi.—We give but brief extracts from 
the letter.} 


Al Reinforcement needed. 


We are more than satisfied with the 
high ground taken by the Prudential Com. 
mittee, with respect to the labourers fo; 
this field. You are doubtless well aware 
that, in the present state of this nation, the 
exigences of this mission demand the aid 
of no ordinary talents. A considerable 
number of labourers, who are emphatically 
prudent, tried, and faithful men, could 
now, we believe, be very advantageously 
employed in this field, and we earnestly re- 
quest that they may be sent to our aid. We 
desire further, that among the missionaries 
of the Board, our case may be regarded as, 
in a very important and striking sense, pe- 
culiar, and having peculiar claims. 


[The letter urges this point with consid- 
erable earnestness, by instituting a compar- 
ison of the claims of the different missions 
of the Board.] 


Printing and Translations. 


We are happy to announce to you, that, 
on the first Monday of January, we con- 
menced printing, and, with great satisfac- 
tion, have put the first eight pages of the 
Owhyhean spelling-book into the hands of 
our pupils, copies of which we now trans- 
mit for the examination of the Committee, 
and as little curiosities from these dark 
isles. By the next conveyance, we hope 
to send complete copies, with a preface. 
We intend to print a catechism historical 
and doctrinal, a Scripture tract, and a 
grammar and vocabulary,as we make ad- 
vances in the language. Our pupils will 
devour books in this language, as fast as we 
can make them. 

The translation of the Scriptures into any 
language, is a great work; especially if 
there be no learned men to whom the lan- 
guage is vernacular. Of such there are , 
none here. Add to this the great appareht 
poverty and ambiguity of the Owhyhean 
language, which needs the aid of gesticula- 
tion to make it clear and forcible :—and 2 
good translation of the entire Bible into it, 
ought not to be expected for many yea's 
tocome. Probably our eyes will never 
be gladdened with such a goodly sight. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


From the New-York, Daily Advertiser of 
January 3. 


Last evening the Board of Managers of 
the American Bible Society held their first 
weeting in the room appropriated to their 
use ip the new building erected by the So- 
ciety in Nassau-street in this city. After 
the meeting had been opened by reading 
the 40th chapter of Isaiah, by the Rev. 
Dr. Romeyn, an address was delivered by 
the Rev. Dr. Milnor, Rector of St. 
George’s church in this city, and the So- 
ciety’s Secretary for Foreign Correspond- 
ence, to a highly respectable auditory, 
composed of the officers, managers, and 
directors of the American Bible Society, 
of the New-York Auxiliary, the New-York 
Female Auxiliary, and the New-York 
Marine Auxiliary Bible Society. 

Jt was our intention to have published 
this truly excellent and catholic perform- 
ance, but as the Board of Managers, upon 
the motion of the Rev. Dr. Romeyn, sec- 
onded by the Rev. Dr. Mc‘Leod, unani- 
inously tendered their thanks to the author, 
and requested a copy for publication, our 
plan is superseded. We however intend 
hereafter to give a summary account of 
it; and shall content ourselves for the 
present with barely remarking, that it was 
solemn, impressive, and eloquent, contain- 
ing the best sentiments, expressed in the 
most appropriate language, and was well 
calculated to promote the interests of one 
of the best institutions, 

The following general description of the 
American Bible Society’s House, may not 
be uninteresting to our readers. ‘The front 
of the building is 50 feet upon Nassau- 
street, and extends back 30 feet, when it is 
contracted to the breadth of 30 feet, and 
runs that width to Theatre-alley 70 feet— 
making the whole depth from front to rear 
100 feet. Inthe basement are rooins for 
the accommodation of the keeper and his 
family—a large cellar, and rooms for fuel 
for the various occupants of the building. 
On the first floor of the front part of the 
house is one large room for the use of the 
Agent, and two smaller ones for the Sec- 
retaries and Committees. ‘The rest of this 
floor is devoted to the general purposes of 
a Depository for the Books issued by the 
Society, and will hold nearly 60,000 Bibles 
and Testaments. On the second story in 
front is the room appropriated to the use 
of the Managers. This occupies the en- 
tire front of the house, and is 50 by 30 
feet, including the walls, and 16 feet in 
height, and is neatly but not spendidly fin- 
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ished. The rear is divided into two rooms 
for the use of the Binder, as is the corres- 
ponding room in the third story—the front 
of both being taken up by the Managers’ 
room. The third story of the front, aud 
the fourth of the rear, are occupied by the 
Printer. There are 12 presses in the of- 
fice, six of which are devoted to the Socie- 
ty’s service, and as many more are to be 
employed as they may require. 

The foundation of this building has been 
laid, and the edifice completed, since the 
last spring ; and though the cost of the 
house and the ground has exceeded twenty 
thousand dollars, no part of the amount is 
to be taken from the ordinary funds of the 
Society. A considerable portion of the 
money has been raised by subscription, and 
principally from individuals in this city.— 
The residue has been raised by aloan: and 
we hope we are not too sanguine when we 
express our expectation, that it will be re- 
paid by further contributions from the libe- 
ral and benevolent, who regard the objects 
of the Society as worthy the patronage and 
support of a christian comimunity. 

The completion of this house is a very 
interesting event in the history of the 
American Bible Society. All the business 
of the institution, which is to be transacted 
under the immediate direction of the Man- 
agers at home, will hencetorward be car- 
ried on in the building Here the Avert 
and the other executive officers of the So- 
ciety will be furnished with rooms for their 
respective accommodation ; and here a 
large number of mechanics will find em- 
ployment in the Society’s service. 

It is a Circumstance which is worthy of 
particular notice, that the Society have 
been able, in the seventh year of their ex- 
istence, to accomplish so interesting and im- 
portant an object as the erection of a build- 
ing, which we think will be considered not 
only useful to the institution, but ornamen- 
tal and creditable to our city. All the op- 
erations of the society are supported by 
christian liberality and munificence. Their 
single object is a display of the most exal- 
ted christian benevolence. To distribute 
the Hoty Scriptures, “ without note or 
comment,” the foundation of all Christian 
faith, and the source of consolation and 
hope to beings destined for immortality, 
to the poor and destitute, to supply the 
wants of those whose circumstances pro- 
hibits them from relieving their own ne- 
cessities, to furnish the extensive regions 
of our new settlements, rapidly filling with 
inhabitants, but from necessity out of the 
reach of ordinary religious instruction ; 
and this without distinction of sect or de. 
















nomination, isa work that must meet with 
the cordial approbation and support of eve- 
ry real christian. The extraordinary pro- 
gress and success of the institution, show 
that this society, like those of a kindred 
character ih other parts of the world, have 
experienced the protection and blessing of 
Providence. Notwithstauding the pres- 
sure of the times for several years past, 
the American Bible Society receives a 
liberal support from the country. At the 
same time, it should be borne in mind, that 
the claims upon it from the new states and 
territories are unceasing and importunate. 
This should stiiulate good people in the 
older settlements to bear their destitute 
friends and fellow-citizens in the new, in 
constant remembrance. By giving to them, 
they advance their present as well as future 
happiness ; for it is the natural and neces- 
sary consequence of religious instruction, 
in the doctrines of the Bible, wherever 
they are believed and practised, to make 
good citizens as well as good christians. 
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Among the advantages arising from mlssionary 
effort, we may number the knowledge we obtain 
of countries hitherto almost unexplored, and to the 
manners and customs of whose inhabitants we 
have been entire strangers. Many of the persons 
devoted to the sacred employment of preaching 
the gospel to,the heathen, possess highly cultivated 
minds, and all of them, perhaps, have the talent of 
abservation in a sufficient degree to communicate 
correct and valuable information. A writer of a 
work on Geography would hardly find any source 
of information concerning many parts of the world, 
more fruitful than the different publications of 
Missionary Socicties in Europe and in this coun- 
try. Repeated attempts have been made to pene- 
trate into the interior of Africa, and the curiosity 
of the learned and unlearned has been highly ex- 
cited. By means of missionary settlements, and 
of settlements for which missionary labours have 
prepared the way, persons may travel with safety 
‘o a great distance into the interior ; and we are 
ilmost prepared to believe, that when that great 
country shall be laid open to the view of the civil- 
ized world, this desirable exhibition will in a good 
measure be the result of missionary exertions. 
The same observation might be repeated with re- 
spect to some parts of Asia, to New Zealand, and 
to other places. It would seem, wherefore, that 


those men who affect to look down on missions 
aud missionaries, with a sort of high-minded in- 
difference, but who profess a great respect for ev- 
ery department of knowledge, have suflicient mo- 
‘ive to lend their aid to the great system of benev- 
«lence which isin operation ; aad could they pre- 
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vail upon themselves to read the works which are 
issued from the missionary press, they would fing 
suflicient information to repay them for their la- 
bour. 

MADAGASCAR. 

This island is about 800 miles in length, and in 
breadth from 120 to 200. Its populatien is by some 
supposed to be about four millions, while others 
consider it as less than two millions. 

By a treaty formed between Governor Farquhar, 
on the part of Great Britain, and Radama, king of 
Madagascar, the Slave Trade has been abolished. 
Of the same treaty it was a condition that twenty 
of the natives should be instructed in the most 
useful arts, half of them in Mauritius, or Isle of 
France, which belongs to Great Britain; and the 
others in England. . Prince Rataffe, brother-in- 
law of king Radama, accompanied nine youth to 
England, whom the British government placed 
under the care of the London Missionary Socie- 
ty. They are learning # read and write English, 
and will be placed with proper masters for the 
acquisition of various trades. 

The London Missionary Society established a 
mission in Madagascar in 1818, which was renew- 
ed in 1820. ‘There are three missionaries and 
four artisans. ‘The latter accompanied Prince 
Rataffe on his return, and we have in a former 
volume given some account of the mission. 


Ina letter from Mr Jones, of May 3, 1821, 
he states, that he kas 16 children commitied to 
his care by the king, !o receive an English ed- 
ucation; three of whom are the children of his 
Sisters, and one of them Heir to the Crown; the 
others are children of the Chiefs: they possess 
good talents, and are of quick understanding. 
Some of them had Jearned, since the Novem- 
ber preceding, to read portions of Scripture 
with considerable fluency. They can answer 
many questions on topics of religion : but it is 
very difliculi to convey to their. minds ideas 
on spiritual subjects; and this difficulty is in- 
creased by the want of suitable words for this 
end, which prevails, more or less, in all the Inn- 
guages of the Heathen. 

On the arrival of more Missionaries, he pro- 
posed to establish a School, in a different part 
of the town, on a more extensive scale, for chil- 
dren of all classes. 


In a Postscript, Mr Jones says— 

“Since | began to write this letter,I have seen 
the greatest assembly that lever beheld On 
one day, nearly 30,000 people were convened, 
though the greatest part of the women were ab- 


sent; and in abouta week afterward, about - 


50,000 assembled together on the same spot ; 
a great part of whom were the King’s Generals, 
Captains, and Heads of Villages under his do- 
minion in Ova, not including more distant prov- 
inces which are subject to him. He intends, 
in about two months, to take the field against 
the dakalaves, in the south-west, with an army 
of 100,000 men, to reduce them to subjection ; 
and, at the same time, to leave aa immense 
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umber at home to defend his territories from 
yasion.” 

From the London Evangelical Magzine for No- 
ember, we extract part of a letter written by an 
gicer in the British naval service. 

“On the 23d April 1821, we embarked Prince 

Simiski, a Madagascar chief, Mr. Hastie, am- 

passador, Mr. David Griffith, missionary, with 

their suite, servants, baggage, &e and arrived 
onthe 29th at Tamatave. We saluted, and the 
fortsreturnedit About 600 black fellows were 
down ina crack to clear the boats The pop 
ulation is entirely black. The palace of the 
king, Radama, is situated on a prodigious high 
mountain, more than 800 miles inland. One 
of his principal Generals was an Irish sergeant 
in our Artillery. The King sent a message to 
our ambassador (whose priucipal object is the 
abolition of the slave traffic) that 1200 of his 
iroops, and 2000 slaves, were on their way to 
escort him upthe country. There not being 
any carriage conveyances, every thing is con- 
veyed on men’s backs. We had a bullock sent 

on board every day ;.they sell bere at about a 

dollar and a half each, weighing from 300 to 

400lbs. Plenty of poultry, but no vegetables ; 
limes and lemon trees grow wild. In fact these 
civil islanders gave us every thing we wanted. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


It is a singular but highly interesting fact, 
that in Graaf Reinet, the easternmost district of 
the Cape of Good Hope, a religious magazine 
is about to be published, It will be conducied 
by the Rev. Mr Faure, minister of the Dutch 
Church in Graaf Reinet, who was formerly a 
student in the seminary at Gosport. This gen- 
tleman, however, although a settled clergy- 
man, isin the higbest sense a missionary, ren- 
dering himself very serviceable to the various 
missionary stations in that country. The work 
which be is to superintend, will, it is presumed, 
advance the interests of relizion among the 
English and Dutch inhabitants, as well as a- 
mong the numerous converts. The Directors 
of the London Missionary Society have sent 
Mr. Faure the paper necessary for his work. 

Inthe district of Albany, about 600 miles 
east of Cape Town, a Tract Society bas been 
formed, principally by the Engish settlers. Sab- 
vath Seliools are also established in some parts 
of this district, in which many of the Hottentot 
Children are instructed 

The settlements in this country bave suffer- 
ed considerably from tempests within a few 
months, but the governor has taken prompt 
measures for the relief of the sufferers. 





To the Editor of the Religious Intelligencer. 
Sin,— Having at different times heard much 


South Africa.—Use of Religious Terms. 
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in conversation and in writing upon religious 
subjects, 1 have thought proper to address a 
few words to you onthe subject As the ob- 
jections are made by different classes of per- 
sons, and differ accurding to the character und 
circumstances of those who wake them, I will 
arrange the few remarks 1 offer you with a 
view to these facts 

1 Those made by persons ignorant of reli- 
gious subjects. 

Many have been so much occupied by 
worldly pursuits, and have mingled so little in 
the society of pious people, that whenever they 
chance to hear conversation upon the dvc- 
trines of the gospel, they are unable to under- 
stand the statements and distinclions which are 
made. Now it}s .eadily granted that a multi- 
plication of ternis *. any science whatever is to 
be deprecated ; but it is at the same time true, 
that some are necessary, and that they are 
highly useful as well for the acquisition as for 
the advancement of knowledge. Whit is true 
of natural science, holds true with respect to 
moral, and while it is fully acknowledged that 
there is great danger of introducing more pe- 
culiarities of expression than are necessary, we 
must by no means altogether reject (hem The 
remedy tor the evil in this case must be sought 
in a change of the habits of the objeetor. To 
this most important of all branches of learning, 
he should give that attention which his duty, 
—which his tempora! and eternal interests re- 
quire, and he would soon see that the objec- 
tions which he urges are destitute of weight. 

2. There are censures of the use of terms 
which we have reason to tear arises from ha- 
tred to religion. . 

It would be difficult to adopt a phraseology 
which would altogether please such persons, 
and I know of no motive which should induce 
good men to wander far in search of that 
phraseology to which these men could make 
the least possible objection. ‘Their objections, 
although made against the language, exist in 
reality respecting the subject, and there is no 
mode of silencing their censures, but that of re- 
nouncing our sentiments and adopting theirs, 
when of course our expressions will cease to 
offend. As 


That which we call a rose 
By any other name would smell assweet, 


so, to drop the metaphor, that which they term 
cant, would in any other language be equal. 
ly obnoxious A compromise is impracti- 
cable, and I a.ways regret to see any atlempts 
for it. For instance, if God ir bis great 
mercy gives us a blessing similar to thal de- 
sired by the prophet, when be prayed “O 
Lord, revive thy work,” we may surety speak 
uf this manifestation of his goodness, un- 
der the term of a revival of religion, and 
we have no reason to blush, if in any com- 
pany, however refined they may couside; 
themselves, should we use language authoris - 
ed by Scripture, and term it an ou!pouring of 
the Spirit. With these views of the subject i: 
bas been (o me a matter of regret, when | have 
seen good men seerch for the least obnoxiou 
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expressions, and think that they have really 
accomplished much for religion, by notic- 
ing these seasons of refreshing from the pres- 
ence of the Lord, as “ a religious excitement,” 
or by some other phrase to which Lt object 
only »ecause it seems to me to have been 
introdnced in the first instance, to accommo- 
date the taste of those, who would have found 
much matter for criticism in the language of the 
Apostles and Prophets. 

3. 1 would now refer to objections brought 
by some of the friends of religion. 

That some of their objections are well found- 
ed, must certainly be sal tion'édead The no 
blest subject, or the most 'ighteous cause, may 
suffer from zealous indiscretion. Religion 

resents itself to men, in whose hearts there 
4s much to oppose its requirements, and to des- 
pise its sanctions. All who have felt its power, 
or who have become its advocates, should not 
only labour constantly for its interests, but 
should be solicitous that their labours produce 
the greatest possille effect. Offence may be 
given, but caution should be used that it be not 
exciied simply by our indiscretion. We are 
not (o go into assemblies where religious con- 
versation can be introduced, and where reli- 
gious exhortation may he proper, and inform 
those who can hear, who can understand and 
can feel ihe force of good language, that * they 
«annot speak the language of Canaan.” Ina 
other and better methods they can be made 
to kuow, that there is a * peace of conscience’ 
of which they are destitule, and a‘ joy in the 
Holy Ghost’ which they never experienced. 
They can also be informed of a revival of reli- 
gion, without speaking of a ‘religious stir’ 
ina word, good and plain language should ever 
be used, and if any subject not only admits, 
but requires it, it surely is that of religion. 

Before 1 conclude, [ would state, that other 
persons, besides the friends of vital piety, are 
guilty of improper use oflanguage. Who has 
not noticed the readiness with which the ene- 
mies of evangelical religion apply the word 
‘pious’ to men, whose conduct differs little 
if any from their own, and whose conversation 
has nothing which gives uneasiness to the sin- 
mer. They may see that such daily transgress 
the law of God, but still they call them ¢ pious,’ 
and apply to them and to all who call them- 
selves christians, this term, provided they are 
not zealous in the best of causes, when they 
are of course stigmatized with the name of 
hypocrite. 

I shall be anticipated in referring to the word 
liberal, which, whatever it may sometimes sig- 
nify, frequently denotes the most unchristian 
conduct, conduct in the worst sense liberal to 
error, and its friends; and truly illiberal to 
truth and its supporters. 

How slight the error ol those good men, who 
sometimes in their zeal for religion, use an indis- 
creet, or incorrect expression, when contrasted 
with that of those, who with all their learning 
and all their taste, deny the power, and are 
etrangers to the comforts of religion ! 

AMICUS. 


Indian Oldtown. 
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INDIAN OLDTOWN. 


Extract of a letter from a gentleman j, 
Maine, communicated for the Colyp, 
bian Star, dated Sept. 27. 


“ In my tower to the Penobscot river, 
few weeks since, I visited Indian Oldtow, 
This is an interesting place to the trayg, 
ler. Itis a small island in the Penobsy 
river, situated some distance above Bango, 
It contains $00 acres of land, and in 184 
had a population of 310 souls, being the pp. 
mains of the Penobscot tribe of Indian 
who for 400 years have inhabited this jg. 
and. At one time this tribe was nume. 
ous and powerful in war, but at presen 
has dwindled to a wretched remnant. Thy 
present inhabitants are Catholics, and hap 
a priest, having derived their religion fron 
a French Jesuit, who, in the early settk. 
ment of this country, came through fro 
Canada, and by great industry and ze 
planted the cross among the Indian tribe 
on the Penobscot and Kennebec. 

“Indian Oldtown, is now incorporate 
into a town by the name of Orono, after th 
old Sachem, who lived on the island to th 
age of more than 100 years. He was a dis 
tinguished chief, and it is said his infy. 
ence was favourable to the United Stats 
during the revolutionary war. He haslef 
a daughter who is now living, aged 87, ani 
several grandchildren.” 

Alden, in his collection of America 
Epitaphs, has the following note, re spec: 
ing the venerable chief mentioned in tix 
preceding letter. 

Orono, the venerable chief of the Pe 
nobscot tribe, departed this life on the 5t 
of February, 1801, at the age of 113. Tk 
was greatly endeared to his tribe, and sper 
his life in cultivating. the principles 
peace. During the revolutionary war, lt 
formed a treaty with our governmet, 
which he faithfully kept, while some of tl 
more southern tribes became a scourge 
our frontier settlements. 

According to tradition, the island in Pe 
nobscot river, called Oldtown, has been tht 
favourite residence of the aborigines {0 
more than a thousand years. The presei! 
inhabitants are Roman Catholics, who hav 
a decent chapel and bell, and are diligen’ 
ly instructed by a missionary. ; 

The following anecdote occurs, as give! 
to the author of this work by the Re‘ 
Daniel Little, of Kennebunk. Mr. Litt! 
was sent on a mission, many years since 
into the Penobscot country, where he be 
came acquainted with Orono. 
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easked Orono in what language he pray- 
.4. Orono made no reply, but assumed a 
grave aspect. Mr. Little repeated the 
uestion ; but Orono, without uttering a 
single word, looked still more grave. Af- 
ter a little interval, Mr. Little, clapping 
Orono on his shoulders, said, come Orono, 
come tell me in what language you say 
your prayers, Indian, French, or Latin ? 
He knew the French to be well understood 
by the tribe, from their intercourse with 
the Canadians. Orono, with a solemnity 
of countenance which delighted Mr. Little, 
lifted up his hands and his eyes towards 
heaven, and said, no matter, Great Spirit 
know all language. 

Orono was unquestionably of white ori- 
gin. It is conjectured that he was a na- 
tive of York, in the district of Maine, that 
his family name was Donnel, that in 1692, 
when that place was, in a great measure, 
destroyed by the savage enemy, he was 
carried into captivity, and that his rela- 
tives, who escaped with their lives, not 
knowing what became of him, supposed 
him to have been killed. 


SUMMARY. 

Among the works preparing for publica- 
tion, which are mentioned in the London 
Evangelical Magazine for November, is, 
“Truth against Falsehood; or Facts a- 
gainst Fiction: ina series of Letters to 
Douglas, author of * No Fiction,’ by Lefe- 
vre. 


Mr. John Marshman, son of Dr. Marsh- 
man, of Serampore, is ona visit to Eng- 
land, for the purpose of procuring further 
pecuniary assistance in aid ef the transla- 
tions which are in progress at the Seram- 
pore College. 


The Treasurer of the A. B. C. F. M. ac- 
knowledges the receipt of $6,053, 02 from 
Nov. 13th, to Dec. 12th, inclusive. 


An Association by members of different 
churches in the city of New-York, for the 
support of Messrs. Goodell and Bird, of the 
Palestine Mission, has been proposed, and 
the outlines of a plan for that purpose a- 
dopted. 

The Chaplains of the present Congress 
both received their theological education 
at Princeton. The Rev. Mr. Brecken- 
ridge is a Presbyterian from Kentucky : 





the Rev. Mr. M’Ilvain, an Episcopalian, of 


the District of Columbia. 

The Meeting House in Londoa, in which 
the Rev. Dr Watts officiated, has been re- 
opened for the accommodation of a congre- 
gation. 

The third annual meeting of the New- 


Summary. 
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York Bible Society was held in the City 
Hotel on the 16th of December. Gen. 
Matthew Clarkson, President, took the 
chair. The Rev. John Stanford, of the 
Baptist Church, read the 17th chap. of 
St. John. Addresses were delivered by 
Henry W. Warner, Esq. by the Rev. Wm. 
Ross, of the Methodist Church, and by the 
Rev. Dr. Milnor, of the Episcopal Church. 
A collection of $105 was taken up. 


The second anniversary of the Mercan- 
tile Library Association, which is composed 
of merchants’ clerks, of the city of New- 
York, was held on the 17th of Decem- 
ber. It appears from the Report, that 
the library consists of about 1250 vol- 
umes. ‘The receipts of the Society during 
the year were $510, and the expenditures 
$520. Of the 5000 clerks supposed to be 
in the city, only 230 belong to the Associ- 
ation. Addresses were delivered by Ira 
Clisbe, Thomas Fessenden, J. R. Hurd, 
W. W. Woolsey, and Charles King, 
Esq’rs. 


The Sunday School Union Society of 
New-York held their semi-annual meeting 
on the 10th of Dec. The meeting was 
opened with prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Tru- 
air. The constitution was read by Rich. 
ard Varick, Esq.. President. The N. Y. 
Spectator says, 

“James Eastpurn, Esq. read an ab- 
stract of the state of the schools, attached t 
the Union, which had been prepared by a 
committee from the association of super- 
intendents and teachers. It appears that 
the schools have suffered materially, by the 
late afflicting dispensation with which our 
city has heen visited. At the period when 
the fever broke out, there were forty-five 
schools, thirty-two of which were closed 
during the sickness. Since the return o! 
the citizens, al] the schools have been re- 
opened except four; three are closed for 
want of teachers, and one for the want of 
scholars, The Union has now about 1600 
scholars, under the care of 350 teachers. 
The report complains of a want of teachers 
in this city; and states that many new 
schools could, no doubt, be organized, if 
suitable teachers could be found. ‘The cir- 
culation of religious tracts among the chi! 
dren has had a salutary influence ov both 
parents and children ; and the plan of vis- 
iting, recommended by Dr. Chalmers, has 
been a blessing to both the visitor and vis- 
ited. The report further states, that in one 
of the schools there were five blind boys, 
four of whom have been restored to sight, 
by the Eye Infirmary, and are now able to 
read the Holy Scriptures; the fifth is stil! 
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biind, but commits to memory one chapter 
of the Old or New Testament every month. 
“The report proceeds to state, that al- 
though the schools in this city, under the 
care of our Union, are not as flourishing as 
could be desired, yet the cause of Sunday 
Schools throughout the world is happily 
advancing. ‘lhe Philadelphia Union, last 
year, added to their number 89 schools, 
473 teachers, and 7,779 scholars ; and ex- 
pended during the year for books, $5,060. 
Iv Great Britain there are 5,887 scivols, 
60,795 teachers, and 656,542 scholars. It 
was stated by Mr. Eastburn, that from doc- 
uments which he had seen, it appeared, 
there were many schools in England which 
were not returned to the Union; conse- 
quently, the number above stated falls far 
short of the actual amount. In Holland, 
the Sunday School cause is espoused by 
the king, nobles, &c. As an evidence of the 
salutary influence of Sunday Schools, the 
report States, that it is believed that most 
of the missionaries who have been sent out 
from Engiand, received their first impres- 
sion of divine truth, in those institutions ; 
that, in this city, six hundred teachers and 
scholars have been hopefully converted, 
and have joined themselves to different 
churches; and that about thirty are pre- 
paring to preach the Everlasting Gospel of 
Christ. Such is the blessed result of Sab- 
bath School instruction ; and we confident- 
ly hope that the next meeting will exhibit 
the schools in this city in a no less flourish- 
ing condition than those of our sister cities. 
After Mr. Eastburn had concluded, the 
Rev. Mr. Cox delivered a very neat, forci- 
ble and appropriate address, and the exer- 
eises were concluded with singiug and 
prayer. The managers then passed votes 
of thanks to Mr. Cox, for uts address ; to 
the association of teachers, for their inte- 
resting report; and to the trustees of the 
church for the use of their building. 


Delegates froin sixteen churches met at 
troshen, Me. on the 24th of December ; 
‘*a constitution was adopted and a confer- 
ence organized.” Sermons were preach- 
ed on ‘Tuesday and Wednesday by the 
Rev. Dr. Mead of Brunswick, and the Rev. 
Mr. Payson of Portland. A prayer meet- 
ing was also held on Wednesday morning, 
and a report on the state of the churches 
read, Professors of religion present aiso 
renewed covenant. After the sermon by 
Dr. Payson, a namber were admitted to 
the church, and the Lord’s Supper admin- 
istered to about three hundred persons. A 
collection of $47, 3 was taken up for the 
assistance of feeble churches, 


Revival of Religiou.—Society for the Promotion of Revivals. 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION, 
Communicated for the Religious Intelligence, 


Extract of a letter to J. R. Wilcox, Ey 
of East Guilford, from Jedediah Fic), 
ksq. dated Riceboro, Liberty co. (Gy, 
Nov. 30, 1822. 


There is a great revival of religion jy 
this place. Thirty-five persons were ag. 
mitted to the table of the Lord the jay 
Sabbath, and many of them were old vet. 
rans who have strove against the com. 
mands of their Maker for 50 and 60 years, 
—these have finally come forward, and ty 
all human appearance, cast themselves a 
the feet of Jesus, pleading for mercy, that 
they may find grace to help in time of 
need. 





A Female Society has been formed in the Coup. 
ty of Tolland for promoting revivals of religion ; of 
whose Constitution the following is a copy. 


Believing that evangelical revivals of religion 
lay a foundation for the upbuilding of the Re. 
deemer’s kingdom, and are in their very naiure 
calculated to multiply benevolent institutions of 
every description ; and being desirous to aid iy 
advancing the general interests of Zion: we the 
subscribers form ourselves into a society and adopt 


the following 
CONSTITUTION. 


Articte [. This Association shall be styled, 
The Tolland County Female Society for Promotin: 
Revivals of Religion. 

Art. Il. ‘The object of this Society shall be to 
seek out, and send forth Missionaries who are 
qualified, by the blessing of God, to promote and 
advance revivals, where the state of‘religion is 
low, and to lead anxious souls to Christ. 

Arr. Il. This Society shall not limit the la 
bours of its Missionaries to the County of Tol. 
land. 

Art. IV, The officers of the Society shall be 
a President, Vice-President, Recording Secreta- 
ry, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, and six 
Directresses who shall be chosen annually by 
ballot. 

Arr. V. Itshall be the duty of the Presiden 
to preside at all meetings of the Society, and to 
call specia! meetings whenever she, or a major: 
ty of the officers may think it necessary. In th 
absence of the President, the Vice-President sha!! 
perform the same duties. 

Art. VI. It shall be the duty of the Record- 
ing Secretary to keep a list of the members, and 
to record all the votes and proceedings of the 
Society. 

Art. VII. It shall be the duty of the Corres- 
ponding Secretary to receive and communicate 
such information as will promote the object ot! 

the Society. | 

Ant. VII. It shall be the duty of the Treasu- 
rer to keep an account of all payments and dona 
tions, and from whom received, to pay the same 
ever to the Directresses when called for, and 
make an annua! report of the state of the funds. 

Ant. IX. Itshall be the duty of the Directres 
ses to employ persons possessed of the qualifica- 
tions specified in Article 2d, and assign to them 
their field of labour 
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Arr. X. Ateach annual meeting a Commit- 
tee of two, or more, shall be appointed in each 
town or parish, to solicit subacriptions, receive 
donations, and pay over the same to the Treasu- 


rer. 

Art. XI. Any person who will subscribe to 
this Constitution and pay one dollar a year, shall 
bea member of the Society, and shal! be bound 
to pay the above sum till she shail signify to some 
one of the officers her wish to withdraw, and shall 
pay up all arrearages, 

Art. XII. If any member shall neglect to pay 
her annual tax, on or before the day of the annu- 
al meeting, she shall pay twelve and a half cents 
in addition. 

Art. XIII. The Society shall hold their first 
meeting in Bolton, at the house of the Rev. Phi- 
lander Parmele, on the second Wednesday of 
Nov. 1822, and 2a annual meeting on the second 
Wedne-day of May, at 1 o’clock, P. M. at such 
place as they shall judge expedient, for paying 
their subscriptions, hearing the reports of the 
Secretaries and Treasurer, for devotional exer- 
cises, and any other business necessary to be 
transacted at said meeting. 

Art. XIV. This Constitution may be amend- 
ed by a vote of three fourths of the members 
present at any annual meeting. 





THE LITTLE BLIND GIRL. 

[A eLeRGymaN, ina letter which enclosed a 
sum of money for the Treasury, has given us an 
account ofa little blind girl, to which we cheer: 
fully afford a place in our work. Children who 
read this account, should be excited to “‘go and 
do likewise.” Parents, also, should be stimula- 
ted to take pains with their children. The 
mother of this little girl took much paius to in- 
stract her ; and if a chiid can be carried for- 
ward so rapidly in useful learning, without the 
help of eyes, how great the encouragement to 
labor with those, to whom God has given the 
aid of all the senses ] 

“This little child, who contributed 123 
cents to the sum [ now send you, was born 
blind. But, though only about eight years old, 
she knows more of the Bible, and of the reli- 
gious state of the world, especially of missiona- 
ry exertions, than thousands do, who have 
grown up to mature age, in this Christian land. 
She listens attentively to accounts given of the 
heathen children, and seems anxious to know 
their situation, and what wiil become of them, 
if they continue in their present condition. 
She will recite whole chapiers from the Bible, 
and will name the texts, taken by different 
preachers, months after she heard them ; and 
even give a pretty accurate acconat of their ser- 
mons Having obtained her little offering, she 
immediately resolved bow to dispose of it. 
Her words were “1 will give it to Mr ,to 
send to the missionaries ”’ Miss. Her. 











SYSTEMATIC CHARITY. 
A GENTLEMAN from a_ distance, lately 
Wrote to us as follows : 


I have long been desirons of rendering 
some aid to vour society, My circumstan- 


The Blind Girl.—Systematic Charity — Enlarged Liberality. 


a4 
ces, however, have been such, that I knew 


not how to contribute money. But hav- 
ing recently commenced business, with ve- 
ry moderate prospects, it occurred to me, 
that I had a right, ifit were not clearly my 
duty, to set apart a certain portion of the 
Lord’s gifts for his cause in the earth. I 
have, therefore, taken a certain part of ev- 
ery gain, small or great, and devoted it to 
the service of God. The amount has not 
indeed been large ; but, by being carefully 
managed, it has enabled me to assist 
in the support of an aged disciple, during 
the whole time 1 have been in busiuess, 
and to support her wholly, for two months 
of that ume; and also to contribute a 
weekly stipend for a poor and wretched 
family. Besides this I have been enabled, 
within six months, to contribute $10 to the 
general cause of religion, in addition to the 
$5, which I now enclose. I would not 
trouble you with this communication, were 
it not to tell of the satisfaction I have deri- 
ved from this plan.—The money laid a- 
side, is not considered mine at eil. The 
only inquiry, when an application is made, 
is, Have I any thing in the treasury, and 
how can | dispose of it to the best advan- 
tage ? I feelas though I were putting my 
hand into the Lord’s treasury, and acting 
for him.—I have no doubt, Sir, that the de- 
ductions made on every gain, have been 


saved in carefulness and economy.— tb. 





ENLARGED LIBERALITY. 


A Nobleman of South Prussia, feeling a 
deep interest in the missionary exertions a- 
mong the Hottentots and in the success of 
the Foreign Mission School at Coruwalj, 
transmitted a handsome donation to his 
correspondent in England (the Rev. Fran- 
cis Cunningham,) with directious that it 
should be equally divided between thege ob- 
jects. The sum appropriated to the school 
at Cornwall was 461. 12s. and Mr. Cunning- 
ham generously made it 50/. authorizing the 
Cor. Sec. of the Am. Board of Com. for 
For. Missions to draw on him for that a- 
mount. 

A letter has recently been received from 
Edward A. Newton Esq. of Calcutta, in 
which he expresses his satisfaction that the 
Board had commenced the formation of « 
Mission Library, and makes a donation 
of fifty dollars toward that object. ‘The 
Board is under particular obligations to this 
gentleman for numerous kind offices as_wel! 
as for his proffered services hercatter.— 1 





Poetry.— Ordination. —Installation- 


POETRY. 
Froin the Christian Herald. 
THE MOTHER'S TEARS. 


I saw beside the grassy tomb, 
A little coffin fair ; 

And many gazed, as if the bloom 
Of Eden, withered there. 


‘The little vessel, short and wide, 
Received a sigh from ail ; 

For two sweet infants, side by side, 
Were shrouded in one pall. 

And now the mother at their head, 
Like marble stood with grief ; 

But every pearly tear she shed, 
Then scemed to give relief. 
She raised the napkin o’er them spread, 
Which hid them from her view ; 
Then bending o’er the coffin’s head, 
She gazed a last adieu. 

And on their face so cold and fair, 
Impressed the last fond kiss ; 

And often would she then declare— 
“No grief was e’er like this!” 

“‘ What have I done to anger God? 
Oh! tell me now I pray .— 

Why must I bear his heavy rod, 
Or see my infants’ clay :” 

I saw the aged pastor weep, 
When closely standing by : 

And long shall mem’ry safcly keep 
His answer in reply. 

A shepherd long had sought in vain, 
Tocall a wandering sheep ; 

He strove to make its pathway plain, 
Through dangers thick and deep. 

But still the wanderer stood aloof— 
And still refused to come ; 

Nor would she ever hear reproof— 
Or turn to seek her home. 

At last the gentle shepherd took 
Her little lambs from view ! 

The mother turned with anguished look— 
She turned—and followed too ! 


Se 
ORDINATION. 

Ordained at Burling{on, (Con.) Jan. 1, 1823, 
Rev. Erasrus Ciapp, as colleague pastor with 
Rev. Jonathan Miller; lntroductory prayer, 
by Rev. James Beach of Winsted ; sermon, by 
Rev. Horatio Bardwell, late missionary at 
Bombay: consecrating prayer, by Rev Jere- 
miah Hallock of Canton; charge, by the sen 
ior pastor ; right band of fellowship, by Rev. 
Epapliras Goodman of Torringfurd; address 
to the people by Rev. Frederick Marsh of Win 
chester ; concluding prayer by Rev Ralph 
Emerson —The perfect harmony o! the sen 
ior pastor, the church aad the parish in the set- 
tlement of Mr C, opens a pleasing prospect of 
his success among that people 


[Jan 


INSTALLATION. 

Installed, at Salem (Waierbury) January }, 
1823, Rev. Amos Perrescitt The intro. 
ductory prayer was made by the Rev. Luther 
Hart, of Plymouth, the sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Dr. Beecher, of Litchfield, from 
Gal i.8 “But though we, or an angel frog 
heaven, preach any other gospel unto yoy 
than that which we have preached unto you, \et 
him be accursed.” The consecrating prayer 
was made by the Rev Samuel Merwin, of 
New Haven . the charge was given by the 
Rev. Daniel Crane, of Waterbury ; the fellow. 
ship of the churches was expressed by the 
Rev Samuel Rich of Columbia; the exhorts. 
tion to the people was delivered by the Rey, 
Erastus Scranton of North Milford: the con. 
cluding prayer was made by the Rev. Mark 
Mead of Middlebury. 
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RULES FOR SELF EXAMINATION. 


1. Have I this day walked with God ? 

2. Trusting in him, as my Father aud 
friend in Christ ? 

3. Depending on his divine influences? 

4. Waiting upon his providential will, 
submissively and thankfully ? 

5. Keeping watch over my thoughts and 
heart for him ? 

6. Seeking him in devotion and self-ex- 
amination ? 

7. Serving him in my calling ? 

8. Not forgetting him in relaxations ? 

9. Turning to him when alone ? 

10. Labouring to glorify him in com- 
pany. 

11. Husbanding all my time for him ? 

12. Cleaving stedfastly to him in all tri- 
als and temptations ? 

Christ saith, “ without me ye can do no- 
thing.”—St. Paul saith, “ { can do all 
things through Christ strengthening me.” 
Matt. 12. £0. 1 John 3. 14. Phil. 2. 15. 
1 Thess. 5. 23. 

| Friendly Visitor. 


_,. Regenerating grace keeps hold of Christ. 
It makes even lawful enjoyments, like Joseph's 
mantle, to bang loose avout aman, that he 
may quit them, when be is in hazard to be en- 
snxred hy holding them —Ros/on 
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